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LISTING OF CLAIMS: 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for tracking usage of a 
recording medium based on an id e nt i fi e r stor e d - on tho roceFd i ng medium, the 
method comprising th e st e ps of : 

(a) receiving from a c l ient-device on a first indicia corresponding to 
the an identifier of the recording medium upon the recording medium being 
input into tho c li e n t a device by a user ; 

(b) receiving from th e cli e nt d e vic e a n a second indicia identifying the 
client device; 

(c) determining a characteristic of the storag e recording medium 
based upon the received first indicia corr esp ond i ng to the i dent i f i er ; 

(d) identifying the client device based upon the received second 
indicia id e ntifying tho cl i ent device ; and 

(e) storing the characteristic of the recording medium and the identity 
of the [[client]] device in a database. 

Claim 2 {currently amended): [[A]] The method for tracking a r e cord i ng 
m e dium as recited in claim 1 wherein the characteristic of the recording 
medium includes an intended usage. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): [[A]] The method for-tfa ek-lft g a rccordif^ 
med i um as recited in claim 1 wherein the characteristic of the recording 
medium includes whether the recording medium was is intended te for rental or 
retail sale. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): [[A]] Ihe method feMraetang q rocefdtng 
m e d i um as recited in claim 1 further comprising the-steps-ef: 
(a) utilizing the client d vice to read the identifier; and 
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(b) transmitting the lust indicia ee f ffisponding-to the id e ntif ie r from 
th o- Gl i cnt dev i ce to a server via the internet utilizing a browser embodied on the 
c l i e nt device. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): [[A]] The method fo r t r acki n g data as 
recited in claim 1 further including tho ctop of determining a manner in which 
the recording medium is being used by the elieBt device based upon the 
determined ol i ont identity and recording medium characteristic. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): [[A]J The method fef-toek-tng-data as 
recited in claim 1 wherein the characteristic of the recording medium includes 
the characteristic that the recording medium is a retail-sale video, the method 
further including the - s tep of monitoring the database to determine whether the 
retail-sale recording medium is being operated on multiple client devices. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): [[AD The method for "track i ng data as 
recited in claim 1 further including tho stop of determining!!, based upon the 
identifier,]] a merchant from whom the user obtained the recording medium 
based upon the identifier . 

Claim 8 (currently amended): [[A]] The method fo r track i ng data as 
recited in claim [[1]] Z further including the s tops of: 

(a) determi n i ng, based upon tho -i dentifior. - a merchant from whom tho 

uoor obtainod tho rocerding - fnod i um; and 

[[(b))] transmitting a marketing message to the cli e nt device incenting 
the user to further patronize the merchant. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): [[A]] The method for tracking data as 
recited in claim [[1]] 7 further including th e st e ps of: 

fa) d e t e rm i n i ng, ba se4- upon tho record ing— nred i um i dont i f i or, a 

H re F eftaftt - ffom which the record i ng med i um was obtained; 

[[(b)]] selecting from a database of preferred merchants a merchant 

most suited to the user based upon the merchant identification; and 




3 



PAGE 7/36 * RCVD AT 1/7/2004 6:01:47 PM [Eastern Standard Time] » SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:949 660 1801 * DURATION (mm-ss):13-04 



Sent by: 



949 660 1801 ; 



01/07/04 3:02PM;Jferiax #580;Page 



Docket No.: IA 1510.01 US PATENT 
USSN: 09/912,079 Art Unit: 3627 

[[(c)]] directing the user to the selected merchant. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): [[A]] IHe method for - trac ki ng data as 
recited in claim 1 further including tho otopc of : 

[[(a)]] storing the identifier in a database of other identifiers; 
[[(b)]] selecting an identifier at random from the d i rectory database of 
identifiers; and 

[[(c)]] issuing a prize to a person associated with the randomly selected 
identifier. 

Claim 11 (currently amended): [[A]] The method for- - treeing - data as 
recited in claim 1 further including th e st e ps of : 

[[(a)]3 generating a coupon associated with the identifier of the recording 
medium; 

[[(b)]] determining that the coupon has been redeemed; 
[[(c)]] disabling the coupon based upon the determination that the 
coupon has been redeemed. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): [[A]] The method [[for tracing data]] as 
recited in claim 1 wherein the determined characteristic of the recording 
medium is that the recording medium has been rented to a rental client, and 
further including tho stop of, aftor i dentify i ng tho c l ient d e v i c e , allowing play 
only on the identified c li ent device. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): [[A]] The method for trac i ng data as 
recited in claim 1 wherein the determined characteristic of the recording 
medium is that the recording medium has been rented to a client for a 
predetermined number of plays, the method further comprising th e s t e ps of : 

(f) monitoring the number of times the vidoo recording medium has 
played; and 

(g) disallowing play of the recording medium v i deo after the recording 
medium has been played the predetermined number of times, 
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Claim 14 (currently amended): [[A]] Ih§ method foMra e tng data as 
recited in claim 1 wherein the determined characteristic of the recording 
medium is that the recording medium has been stolen, the method further 
comprising th e st e p of disallowing play of the vWee recording medium based 
upon the determination that the video has been stolen. 
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